
Address:
Planning Department

Lewisham Town Hall

Catford

London

SE6 4RU

Date: 
For the Attention Of: Geoff Whitington

Reference: DC/12/81741/X
Dear Mr Whitington,

Please find below our objection to the planning application for 51-53 Canonbie Road (as referenced above).

The applicant proposes to demolish the house at 51-53 Canonbie Road and replace it with a “part two / part three-storey building with roof space” consisting of six flats. As pointed out in other letters of objection and by the Residents' Association, the proposed building is clearly three storeys at the front and four storeys at the rear, given that the roofspace would be used as living accommodation. The above statement made by the applicant therefore appears to be a misrepresentation of the facts of the application.
Our objections are summarised below:
Overdevelopment of the plot
The plot is a double width one with a character 1926 bungalow with converted habitable roof space. The proposed development (of part three and part four storeys) is therefore vastly out of scale with the existing building and will have an unacceptable impact on the adjoining houses and on the character of the street as a whole.

The proposed development is also twice the footprint of the existing building and very much larger in height. Therefore the proposed development will dominate the Canonbie Road streetscape and is therefore overdevelopment of the plot.
Impact on daylight / sunlight, overlooking and blocking of views
The proposed development will result in a significant loss of daylight / sunlight for the neighbours at 49 Canonbie Road, as well as the blocking of views currently enjoyed by the neighbours at 55 Canonbie Road. Unacceptable overlooking will also affect 55 Canonbie Road.
Adverse impact on parking
Building six flats on this site is likely to bring a significant number of additional cars, and the need for car parking, near the junction between Canonbie Road and Netherby Road. The four off-street parking spaces provided on site will be inadequate and will therefore contribute to a public safety hazard and inconvenience many nearby residents.
Other miscellaneous points
The “Design and Access Statement” (DAS) states that this proposal has the benefit of a local residents' consultation. The residents' meeting that the applicant refers to was on 31st July 2012, whereas the plans submitted are dated 21st May 2012. Therefore it is not clear whether the latest proposal incorporates the feedback given at that meeting.
The applicant has stated that the housing on Canonbie Road consists of mainly post-war properties. This is absolutely incorrect (as has been pointed out on responses to previous applications and in objection letters sent by others, including the Residents' Association).
Conclusion
This development appears to have been designed to maximise profit at the expense of the neighbours’ amenity. This proposed development is wholly unacceptable for this reason alone. We therefore believe that the Council reject this application.

Yours sincerely,
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